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       PT 142 Human Development: How The Mind Unfolds (Semester 2) 

A. Musolino  Fall 2009  
 

Wed. 7:20-9:10 

30 Clock Hours 

 

 

Course Description 

The emotional dynamics of the child in the Oedipal stage are paramount to development. 

Children in this age group struggle with beginning transformations of the destructive drive and 

its influence on character. This course examines early somatization struggles as well as the role 

of fantasy and screen memories in maturation. It looks at specific forms of the Oedipus complex 

within the family romance.  

 

Objectives 

The student will be able to: 

 trace the development of the drives through the maturational phases and their 

transformation through the oral, anal, urethral, phallic, and oedipal stages;  

 describe the influence these stages have on character and early communication 

patterns as reflected in early socialization struggles and interactive processes;  

 identify drive fusion and the evolution of self and other; and 

 delineate the controversies about development and the influence one’s developmental 

perspective has on clinical work. 
 

Teaching Method 

Brief lectures and class discussion of various concepts. 
 

Method of Evaluation 

Students are evaluated on their ability to contribute to class discussions and quality of work. 

Readings on the syllabus should be done prior to the class in which they are discussed.  A log 

should be written that includes the student’s ideas about the readings and questions they have, as 

well as emotional reactions to the class process and submitted to the instructor at the beginning 

of the class. A final paper will be requested two weeks before the end of the semester in which 

the student researches a specific phase or psychoanalytic concept of personal interest. 

 

Syllabus 

Class 1 

Spotnitz, H. (1985), A neurobiological approach to communication. Modern Psychoanalysis of 

the Schizophrenic Patient. Second Edition. New York: Human Sciences Press. pp. 78-

111.  

 

Class 2  
Freud, A. (1963), The concept of developmental lines. Psychoanalytic Study of the Child, 

18:245-265. 

 

Class 3 

Abraham, K. (1924), The influence of oral eroticism on character-formation. On Character and 

Libido Development: Six Essays. New York: Basic Books, 1966. pp. 151-164. 

Stern, D. (1985), The sense of a verbal self.  The Interpersonal World of the Infant: A View from 

Psychoanalysis and Developmental Psychology. New York: Basic Books. pp. 162-182. 
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Class 4 

Winnicott, D.W. (1963), From dependence towards independence in the development of the 

individual. The Maturational Processes and the Facilitating Environment. New York: 

International Universities Press. pp. 83-92. 

Winnicott, D.W. (1962), Ego integration in child development. The Maturational Processes and 

the Facilitating Environment. New York: International Universities Press. pp. 56-63. 

Winnicott, D.W. (1950-55), Aggression in relation to emotional development. Collected Papers. 

London: Tavistock Publications. pp. 204-218. 

 

Class 5 

Heimann, P. (1962), Notes on the anal stage. International Journal of Psychoanalysis, 43:406- 

414. 

Abraham, K. (1921), Contributions to the theory of the anal character. On Character and Libido 

Development: Six Essays. New York: Basic Books, 1966. pp. 165-187. 

 

Class 6 

Berman, L.E. (1991), A dream of the red shoes: separation conflict in the phallic-narcissistic 

phase. International Journal of Psychoanalysis, 72: 233-242. 

Mahler, M.S. (1968), On the concepts of symbiosis and separation-individuation. On Human 

Symbiosis and the Vicissitudes of Individuation. New York: International Universities 

Press. pp. 7-31. 

 

Class 7 

Abraham, K. (1925), Character formation on the genital level of libido development. On 

Character and Libido Development: Six Essays. New York: Basic Books. pp. 188-198. 

Fenichel, 0. (1931), The pre-genital antecedents of the Oedipus complex. International Journal 

of Psychoanalysis, 12:141-166. 

 

Class 8 

Lebovici, S. (1982), The origins and development of the Oedipus complex. International Journal 

of Psychoanalysis, 63:201-215. 

Abrams, S. (1984), Fantasy and reality in the Oedipal phase - a conceptual overview. 

Psychoanalytic Study of the Child, 39:83-100. 

 

Class 9 

Chehrazi, S. (1986), Female psychology: a review. Journal of the American Psychoanalytic 

Association, 34:141-162. 

Diamond, M.J. (2006), Masculinity unraveled: the roots of male gender identity and the shifting 

of male ego ideals throughout life. Journal of the American Psychoanalytic Association, 

54:1099-1130. 

 

Class 10 

Blos, P. (1984), Son and father. Journal of the American Psychoanalytic Association, 32:301-

324. 

Bernstein, P.P. (2004), Mothers and daughters from today's psychoanalytic perspective. 

Psychoanalytic Inquiry, 24:601-628. 
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Class 11 

Bassin, D. (1996), Beyond the he and the she: toward the reconciliation of masculinity and 

femininity in the post-oedipal female mind. Journal of the American Psychoanalytic 

Association, 44(S):157-190. 

Bollas, C. (1987), The trisexual. The Shadow of the Object. New York: Columbia University 

Press. pp. 82-96. 

 

Week 12  

Chodorow, N.J. (1992), Heterosexuality as a compromise formation: reflections on the 

psychoanalytic theory of sexual development. Psychoanalysis and Contemporary 

Thought, 15:267-304.  

 


